Everglades National Park

Environmental Education
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Learning. Growing. Leading.

An independent study evaluates how
the Everglades Environmental Education Program

connects children with nature.
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s Day and camping

programs had a
significantly
positive influence
on students’
appreciation for
Everglades National
Park, and on
behaviors that
protect park
resources.
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I11. Connecting Students to Nature
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1 98% of teachers
agreed that the
Everglades National
Park experience is
beneficial for their
students.

1 96% agreed their
students left
motivated to better
perform
academically.

Supporting Teaching and Learning
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Environment (Social Studies)

96%
Environment and Society (Social Studies)

Interdependence (Science)

Diversity and Evolution of Living Organisms W
(Science)
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Achieving Core Benchmarks

Science, Technology, Engineering, and |
Benchmarks reflect knowledge about spefq(
Earth and Space Sciences benchmar ks i n¢
on their relevance to the curricul um.
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What biodiversity is, how humans affect it,

and how it affects humans.

How humans depend on Earth’s resources. 95%

How humans change the planet.

What happens to ecosystems when the
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environment changes.
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1 All teachers
agreed program
content was relevant

to their students’
lives.
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1 Everglades
Environmental
Education Programs
serve a diverse
population of

students from South
Florida.

1 87% of student
visitors attending
these programs
identify themselves
as Hispanic/Latino,

Black, or Mixed Race.

L
q

Focusing on Diversity

Everglades Environment al Education Pro
reflects the racial and ethnic makeup
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Creating a Legacy

Clemson University surveyed a select ni
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participation in the and gave them the confidence to partici

program and their
education and career
choices.

1 Alumni consider
themselves more
environmentally
aware as a result of
participating in the
program.

1 Alumni found that
their interests and
behaviors changed
after participating in
the program.




Key

In Summary: Key Findings

findings from the study demonstrate that

Progr ams:
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For more information, or to schedule educational programming, contact:

OPSNHf I RSa bla2ylf
Environmental Education

40001 State Road 9336

Homestead, FL 33034-6733

Tel. 305.242.7753

Fax. 305.242.7879
www.nps.gov/ever/forteachers

This study was conducted by the Institute for Parks at Clemson University in 2012.
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